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UM HOSTS INDIAN H EA LTH CARE ISSUES CO NFEREN CE
MISSOULA Traditional native medicine’s interface with modem technology will be the focus Friday and
Saturday, April 28-29, during a University of Montana-sponsored American Indian Health Care
Issues Conference.
The gathering at the 4B’s South Conference Center, 3803 Brooks St., Missoula, will include
presentations by noted Native American physicians and traditional healers from across the nation,
including Dr. Joseph Jacobs, a member of the Mohawk tribe and former director of the National
Institutes of Health’s Office of Alternative Medicine; Blackfeet traditional medicine practitioner
John "Buster” Yellow Kidney; Assiniboine traditional medicine man Kenneth Ryan; and Dr. Teresa
Maresca, president of the Association of American Indian Physicians.
Conference sessions will run all day Friday and from 8:30 to 12:15 p.m. Saturday.
Registration is scheduled from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday, April 27, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday, and 8 a.m.-noon Saturday. The cost for the two-day conference is $75, or $30 for one day.
To register or for more information call UM ’s Native American Studies Program, (406) 243-5831.
Pre-registration is encouraged, since space is limited.
"This conference provides an opportunity for care-givers, whether they be doctors or social
workers, nurses or others in the health profession to be able to come to the same table with Indian
people and to be able to explore this interface of modem technology and traditional native
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practices," said UM Native American Studies Director Bonnie Craig. "In essence what is
happening is an opportunity for dialogue, cultural awareness and respect for different approaches to
healing."
Conference Coordinator Gordon Belcourt said the conference is probably the first time
modem medical practitioners and traditional healers have had an opportunity to get together and
discuss what works and how traditional tribal practices can be incorporated into medicine as
practiced on reservations, among the urban Indian population and beyond.
The conference is also significant as a collaboration between the University, St. Patrick
Hospital’s Institute of Medicine and the Humanities and tribal communities, Craig said. The
conference may become an annual event, she said.
Friday’s events will include keynote addresses by Maresca and Dr. Janice Willms of the
Institute of Medicine and the Humanities; presentations on fetal alcohol syndrome and urban Indian
health issues; a panel discussion on traditional healing practices; and workshops on a wide range of
topics from traditional native clerkships to the effects of hunger on disease.
Saturday’s sessions will include a keynote address by Jacobs, a presentation on alcohol
morbidity by New Mexico pathologist Frances Owl Smith and a panel discussion on "Incorporating
Traditional Practices into Modem Approaches to Chemical Dependency."
The conference will be held in conjunction with the Kyi-Yo Pow Wow at UM, and
conference participants are invited to attend the powwow sessions Friday evening and Saturday,
Belcourt said.
Conference sponsors include the UM President’s Office, Native American Studies, College
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of Arts and Sciences, School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences, and Health Careers
Opportunity Program; Salish-Kootenai College; the Missoula Indian Center; the Institute of
Medicine and the Humanities; Salish-Kootenai Tribal Health Department; Salish-Kootenai Tribal
Counsel; and the Billings-area office of Indian Health Services.
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Contacts: Bonnie Craig, 243-5831, and Gordon Belcourt, 243-5833. The best time to reach
Belcourt is between 8:30 and 11:30 a.m. weekdays.
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